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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it 
MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Mr. Mark Pratt # on 28 August 2009. 

Claims Allowed 

Claims 48-52 entered 20 May 2009 are allowed. Claims 1-47 are canceled. 

In the Claims 

Delete claims 48-52 in their entirety and insert therefore: 
- -48. A content distribution management system that circulates a content via a 
network that includes a plurality of communication terminal devices that 
exchange the content on the network, a distribution management device that 
performs copyright management of the content and payment management 
concerning usage of the content, and a communication exchange device that 
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provides information regarding the circulation of the content to the 
communication terminal device, the system comprising: 

at least one communication terminal device that includes: 

a content receiving unit that receives a content from another 
communication terminal device, the content being one of a primary 
circulated content and a secondary circulated content; 

a content acquisition processing unit that sends, to said distribution 
management device, purchase requesting information requesting 
purchase of the received content; 

a content storage processing unit-that receives, from the 
distribution management device, rights information for enabling, under a 
certain rule, usage of the content which is requested to be purchased; 

said content acquisition processing unit that also sends information 
regarding a search to the communication exchange device, receives result 
information regarding a predetermined search item from the 
communication exchange device, and specifies a content and a 
communication terminal device which is a distributor of the content based 
on the received result information, and sends, to the specified 
communication terminal device which is the distributor of the content, 
information for requesting the sending of the specified content; 

said content storage processing unit that also uses the content 
which is requested to be purchased according to the rights information 
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received by the rights information receiving unit; and sends, to the 
distribution management device, a rule registration request for requesting 
registration of a usage rule of one of the primary circulated content and 
the secondary circulated content, which is to be distributed; and 
a sending unit that sends the content received by the content receiving 
unit to another communication terminal device, 

wherein said content acquisition processing unit sends a search 
condition to the communication exchange device, receives a 
predetermined search list from the communication exchange device, 
weights an attribute information indicating a characteristic of each of the 
content which is attached to the received search list, compares the 
content based on the attribute information, and specifies a most weighted 
content and a communication terminal device which is a distributor of the 
most weighted content, and specifies one of said communication terminal 
device that requests the sending of content and said another 
communication terminal device as a destination of the specified content, 
and sends the requesting information to the specified communication 
terminal device, and 

wherein said content storage processing unit further includes a 
usage request processing unit that sends usage requesting information for 
requesting usage of a purchased content to the distribution management 
device, and receive usage licensing information for licensing the usage 
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from the distribution management device, and said content storage 
processing unit uses the content based on the usage licensing 
information; 

the communication exchange device includes: 

a search responding unit that receives the information regarding the 
search from a communication terminal device, determines the result 
information regarding the search based on the received information, and 
sends the result information to the communication terminal device sending 
the information regarding the search; and 
the distribution management device includes: 

a memory unit that stores information regarding copyright 
management information and payment management information such that 
the copyright management information and the payment management 
information are associated with individual content, the copyright 
management information including a number of rights representing how 
many times the content is usable under a certain rule, and the payment 
management information including payment information indicating one of 
a payment amount for each of the rights that are purchased and 
information indicating that the rights are not purchased; 

a rights information sending unit that specifies rights information 
according to one of the purchase requesting information received by the 
communication terminal device and the copyright management 
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information that is specified based on the rule registration request, and 
sends the specified rights information to a predetermined communication 
terminal device; and 

a payment management processing unit that updates the copyright 
management information and the payment management information 
based on one of the purchase requesting information and the rule 
registration request, 

wherein the updating is performed by decreasing, by a number of 
rights which are purchased, the number of the rights in the memory unit 
regarding the content for which the purchase requesting information is 
sent, and registering, in the memory unit, payment information indicating 
the number of the rights which are purchased and the information 
indicating that the rights are not purchased, when the purchased content 
which is purchased according to the purchase requesting information, and 
the purchase requesting information is received from the communication 
terminal device, and the updating is performed by updating the payment 
information in the memory unit regarding the content for which the rule 
registration request is sent, from the information indicating that the rights 
are not purchased, to the payment amount for each of the rights, when the 
rule registration request is received from the communication terminal 
device.- - 
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- -49. A distribution management device used in a content distribution 
management system that circulates a content via a computer network, said 
content distribution management system including a plurality of communication 
terminal devices that exchange the content on the network, a distribution 
management device that performs copyright management of the content and 
payment management concerning usage of the content, and a communication 
exchange device that provides information regarding the circulation of the 
content to the communication terminal device, 

the distribution management device comprising: 

a memory unit that stores copyright management information and 
payment management information such that the copyright management 
information and the payment management information are associated with 
individual content, the copyright management information including a 
number of rights representing how many times the content is usable under 
a certain rule, and the payment management information including 
payment information indicating one of a payment amount for each of the 
rights that the rights are purchased and information indicating when rights 
are not purchased; 

a rights information sending unit that specifies rights information 
according to one of (i) purchase requesting information received by the 
communication terminal device, the purchase request information 
requesting purchase of one of a primary circulated content and a 
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secondary circulated content and (ii) the copyright management 
information that is specified based on a rule registration request indicating 
a usage rule of the one of the primary circulated content and the 
secondary circulated content, and sends the specified rights information to 
a predetermined communication terminal device; and 

a payment management processing unit that updates the copyright 
management information and the payment management information 
based on one of the purchase requesting information and the rule 
registration request, 

wherein the updating is performed by decreasing, by a number of 
rights which are purchased, the number of the rights in the memory unit 
regarding the content for which the purchase requesting information is 
sent, and registering, in the memory unit, payment information indicating 
the number of the rights which are purchased and the information 
indicating that the rights are not purchased, when the purchased content 
which is purchased according to the purchase requesting information, and 
the purchase requesting information is received from the communication 
terminal device, and 

wherein the updating is performed by updating the payment 
information in the memory unit regarding the one of the primary circulated 
content and the secondary circulated content for which the rule 
registration request is sent, from the information indicating that the rights 
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are not purchased, to the payment amount for each of the rights, when the 
rule registration request is received from the communication terminal 
device.- - 

- -50. A communication terminal device used in a content distribution 
management system that circulates a content via a computer network, said 
content distribution management system including a plurality of the 
communication terminal devices that exchange the content on the network, a 
distribution management device that performs copyright management of the 
content and payment management concerning usage of the content, and a 
communication exchange device that provides information regarding the 
circulation of the content to the communication terminal device, 

the communication terminal device comprising: 

a content receiving unit that receives a content from another 

communication terminal device, the content being one of a primary 

circulated content and a secondary circulated content; 

a content acquisition processing unit that sends purchase 

requesting information for requesting purchase of the received content to 

the distribution management device; 

a content storage processing unit that receives, from the 

distribution management device, rights information for enabling, under a 

certain rule, usage of the content which is requested to be purchased; 
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said content acquisition processing unit that also sends information 
regarding a search to, the communication exchange device, receive result 
information regarding a predetermined search item from the 
communication exchange device, and specifies a content and a 
communication terminal device which is a distributor of the content based 
on the received result information; and sends, to the specified 
communication terminal device which is the distributor of the content, 
requesting information for requesting the sending of the specified content; 

said content storage processing unit that uses the content which is 
requested to be purchased according to the rights information received by 
the rights information receiving unit; and sends, to the distribution 
management device, a rule registration request for requesting registration 
of a usage rule of one of the primary circulated content and the secondary 
circulated content which is to be distributed; and 

a sending unit that sends the content received by the content 
receiving unit to another communication terminal device, 

wherein said content acquisition processing unit sends a search 
condition to the communication exchange device, receive a predetermined 
search list from the communication exchange device, weights an attribute 
information indicating a characteristic of each of the content which is 
attached to the received search list, compares the content based on the 
attribute information, and specifies a most weighted content and a 
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communication terminal device which is a distributor of the most weighted 
content, and 

wherein said content acquisition processing unit specifies one of a 
communication terminal device making the request to send content and 
another communication terminal device as a destination of the specified 
content, and sends the sending requesting information to the specified 
device, and the content using unit further includes a usage request 
processing unit that sends usage requesting information for requesting 
usage of a purchased content to the distribution management device, and 
receives usage licensing information for licensing the usage from the 
distribution management device, and the content using unit uses the 
content based on the usage licensing information.- - 
- -51 . A content distribution management method managing distribution of a 
content, the method used in a content distribution management system that 
circulates the content via a computer network, and said content distribution 
management system including a plurality of communication terminal devices that 
exchange the content on the network, a distribution management device that 
performs copyright management of the content and payment management 
concerning usage of the content, and a communication exchange device that 
provides information regarding the circulation of the content to the 
communication terminal device, the distribution management device including a 
memory unit that stores copyright management information and payment 
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management information such that the copyright management information and 
payment management information are associated with individual content, the 
copyright management information including a number of rights representing how 
many times the content is usable under a certain rule, and the information 
regarding the payment management including payment information indicating 
one of a payment amount for each of the rights that the rights that are purchased 
and information indicating that the rights are not purchased, the method 
comprising: 

by a communication terminal device: 

receiving a first content from, the content being one of a primary 

circulated content and a secondary circulated content; 

sending purchase requesting information for requesting purchase of 

the first content received, the purchase requesting information being sent 

to the distribution management device; 

receiving, from the distribution management device, rights 

information for enabling, under a certain rule, usage of the first content 

which is requested to be purchased; 

sending information regarding a search to the communication 

exchange device, receiving result information regarding a predetermined 

search item from the communication exchange device, and specifying a 

second content and a communication terminal device which is a distributor 

of the second content based on the received result information; and 
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sending, to the specified communication terminal device which is 
the distributor of the specified content, requesting information for 
requesting sending of the specified second content; 

using the first content which is requested to be purchased 
according to the rights information received in the receiving of the rights 
information; 

sending, to the distribution management device, a rule registration 
request for requesting registration of a usage rule of one of a primary 
circulated content and a secondary circulated content, which is to be 
distributed; and 

sending the first content received in the receiving of the first content 
to another communication terminal device, 

wherein the sending of the information regarding the search, the 
receiving of the result information, and the specifying the second content 
and the distributor of the second content are performed by sending a 
search condition to the communication exchange device, receiving a 
predetermined search list from the communication exchange device, 
weighting an attribute information indicating a characteristic of each of the 
content which is attached to the received search list, comparing the 
content based on the attribute information, and specifying a most weighted 
content and a communication terminal device which is a distributor of the 
most weighted content, and 
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wherein the sending of the requesting information is performed by 
specifying one of a communication terminal device making the request 
and a communication terminal device as a destination of the specified 
content, and sending the requesting information to the specified 
communication terminal device, and the using of the first content further 
includes sending usage requesting information for requesting usage of a 
purchased first content to the distribution management device, receiving 
usage licensing information for licensing the usage from the distribution 
management device, and using the first content based on the usage 
licensing information; 
by the communication exchange device: 

receiving the information regarding the search from the 
communication terminal device, making the result information regarding 
the search based on the received information, and sending the result 
information to the communication terminal device that is the sender of the 
information regarding the search; and 
by the distribution management device: 

specifying rights information according to one of the purchase 
requesting information received by the communication terminal device and 
the copyright management information that is specified based on the rule 
registration request, and sending the specified rights information to a 
predetermined communication terminal device; and 
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updating the copyright management information and the payment 
management information based on one of the purchase requesting 
information and the rule registration request, 

wherein the updating is performed by decreasing, by a number of 
rights which are purchased, the number of the rights in the memory unit 
regarding the first content for which the purchase requesting information is 
sent, and registering, in the memory unit, payment information indicating 
the number of the rights which are purchased and the information 
indicating that the rights are not purchased, when the purchased first 
content which is purchased according to the purchase requesting 
information, and the purchase requesting information is received from the 
communication terminal device, and 

the updating is performed by updating the payment information in 
the memory unit regarding the first content for which the rule registration 
request is sent, from the information indicating that the rights are not 
purchased, to the payment amount for each of the rights, when the rule 
registration request is received from the communication terminal device.- - 
- -52. A distribution management method managing content distribution, the 
method being used in a distribution management device in a content distribution 
management system that circulates a content via a computer network, said 
content distribution management system including a plurality of communication 
terminal devices that exchange the content on the network, the distribution 
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management device that performs copyright management of the content and 
payment management concerning usage of the content, and a communication 
exchange device that provides information regarding the circulation of the 
content to the communication terminal device, the distribution management 
device including a memory unit that stores copyright management information 
and payment management information such that the copyright management 
information and the payment management information are associated with 
individual content, the copyright management information including a number of 
rights representing how many times the content is usable under a certain rule, 
and the payment management information including payment information 
indicating one of a payment amount for each of the rights that the rights indicated 
by the number of the rights are purchased and information indicating that the 
rights are not purchased, the method comprising: 
by the distribution management device: 

specifying rights information according to one of (i) purchase 
requesting information received by the communication terminal device, the 
purchase request information requesting purchase of one of a primary 
circulated content and a secondary circulated content and (ii) the copyright 
management information that is specified based on a rule registration 
request indicating a usage rule of the one of the primary circulated content 
and the secondary circulated content, and sending the specified rights 
information to a predetermined communication terminal device; and 
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updating the information regarding the copyright management 
information and the payment management information based on one of 
the purchase requesting information and the rule registration request, 

wherein the updating is performed by decreasing, by a number of 
rights which are purchased, the number of the rights in the memory unit 
regarding the content for which the purchase requesting information is 
sent, and registering, in the memory unit, payment information indicating 
the number of the rights which are purchased and the information 
indicating that the rights are not purchased, when the purchased content 
which is purchased according to the purchase requesting information, and 
the purchase requesting information is received from the communication 
terminal device, and 

the updating is performed by updating the payment information in 
the memory unit regarding the one of the primary circulated content and 
the secondary circulated content for which the rule registration request is 
sent, from the information indicating that the rights are not purchased, to 
the payment amount for each of the rights, when the rule registration 
request is received from the communication terminal device.- - 
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EXAMINER'S COMMENTS 

Closest US Patent/US Patent Publication Prior Art 

Neither the previously cited prior art nor closest prior art Ginter (Paper 
#20070705, US 5,910,987) alone or in combination with other prior art teach and 
suggest the combinations of methods as claimed. 

Forward and backward citations of Ginter failed to produce closer prior art 
than Ginter. 

Closest Non-Patent Literature Prior Art 

Neither the previously cited prior art nor closest NPL prior art Von Faber 
("The Secure Distribution of Digital Contents," IDS entered 12 January 2004, 
Item AO) alone or in combination with other prior art teach and suggest the 
combinations of methods as claimed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert M. Pond whose telephone number is 
571-272-6760. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mr. Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Robert M. Pond/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 

August 28, 2009 



